Course Description

A.  COVER PAGE

1. Course Title

Public Speaking: The Art of Rhetoric
9. Subject Area

      History/Social Science          

 x    English

      Mathematics                          

      Laboratory Science

      Language other than English

    Visual & Performing Arts (for 2003)

      College Prep Elective

2. Transcript Title / Abbreviation




3.  Transcript Course Code / Number




4. School

Skyline High School


5. District

Oakland Unified School District


6. City

Oakland, Ca
10. Grade Level(s)

      11-12

7. School / District Web Site:

http://ousd.k12.ca.us
11. Seeking “Honors” Distinction?

              Yes             X   No

8. School Contact

Name: Amy Hansen
Title/Position: Principal
Phone:    510 879 3960                             Ext.:
Fax: 

E-mail: ahansen@ousd.k12.ca.us


12. Unit Value

      0.5 (half year or semester equivalent)          

 X   1.0 (one year equivalent) 

      2.0 (two year equivalent)                          

      Other: _________________________


13. Date of School Board Approval

      (check on this)

14. Was this course previously approved by UC?               Yes         x   No      If so, year removed from list? ______     

15. Is this course modeled after an UC-approved course from another school?              Yes        x    No  

16. Pre-Requisites 

      None

17. Co-Requisites 

      None

18. Brief Description:
This is a public speaking class that teaches the oral tradition of composition. Students will engage in a wide variety of speech making assignments including the oral interpretation of literature, impromptu, expository, and persuasive speaking. Students will engage in rhetorical analysis as they read many of the great speeches of the past.

By engaging in the process of writing and delivering their own speeches, students will develop their own creative expression, thereby strengthening their own understanding of speech in a variety of rhetorical contexts: social, cultural, and historical. Students will compare the means by which famous orators communicate meaning, and make informed critical evaluations based on the principles of rhetoric and composition. 

Through the creation of their own original speeches, students will gain insight into the nature of the orator’s desire to communicate, and how that communication is both interpreted and influenced by society. Students will analyze the diverse means by which public speaking impacts culture by studying contemporary and historical orators who have used speech to contribute to cultural and political life. The combination of studying rhetoric and learning the process of speech composition as an expressive art will give students increased communication competency, enhance creative problem solving strategies, and bring about a wider appreciation of the impact of the spoken word in society.



B. COURSE CONTENT

19. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes 

Students will:

1. Develop an ability to analyze and write about public speaking as a means of self-expression.

2. Demonstrate the ability to research, analyze, and evaluate speech from an informed viewpoint.

3. Research the history of speech and write about the impact of speech on contemporary culture. 

4. Produce a wide variety of original speeches with a high level of competence. 

5. Apply the standards of composition and rhetoric to create original expository and persuasive speeches. 

6. Students will enhance their own presentations using modern technology to aid in their research and delivery techniques.

20. Course Objectives

Objective
English Standards

Students will write and deliver their own formal speeches using sound listening and speaking strategies.

Students will demonstrate skills in using American English through an informed application of oral delivery techniques.

Students will articulate their own thoughts through the application of basic rhetorical strategies.

Students will apply narration, exposition, description, and persuasion to a variety of themes including historical events and literary works.

Students will practice argumentation, defending a thesis with the assistance of sound research, oral reasoning, logical analysis, and persuasive strategies.

Students will apply research and rhetorical analysis to a variety of textual artifacts, demonstrating their ability to critically think about what they read and what they hear.

Students will identify and use inductive and deductive logic, syllogisms and analogies, logical, ethical, and emotional appeals.

Students will evaluate the media in terms of persuasive strategies and logical fallacies.

Students will evaluate techniques for audience analysis.


1.0; 1.1; 1.2; 1.3; 1.4; 1,5; 1.6; 1.7; 1.8; 1.9; 1.10; 1.11; 1.12; 1.13; 1.14



Students will research the art of speech making as a means of creative self-expression. 

By comparing and contrasting a variety of historical speeches, students will learn the vocabulary of rhetoric and interpret its societal influence. 

Students will explore the use of composition, rhetorical analysis, and critical thinking principles as a means of understanding the nature of the public speaking process.

Students will perform historical analysis, drawing upon primary and secondary resources as a means of producing the effective support of a thesis used in their own oral presentations.

Students will present oral interpretations of a variety of literary works demonstrating their understanding of literary themes and significant ideas.

Students will effectively deliver presentations using a wide assortment of multimedia technology including film, video, software, and computer projection.


2.0; 2.1A; 2.1B; 2.1C; 2.1D; 2.1E;

2.2A; 2.2B; 2.2C; 2.2D; 2.3A; 2.3B; 2.3C; 2.3D; 2.3E; 2.4A; 2.4B; 2.4C; 2.4D; 2.5

21. Course Outline 

    A. First Semester

1) Chapter 1: Gaining a Rhetorical Perspective

a. Rhetorical Acts

b. Rhetorical Purpose

c. Material for Analysis

Speech: Techniques for effective delivery

2) Chapter 2: Elements of Rhetorical Action

a. Rhetorical Analysis of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

b. Rhetorical Analysis of MLK’s Mountain Top speech

Writing Assignment: Rhetorical Analysis of a Speech

3) Chapter 3: Your Own Rhetorical Acts

a. Choosing and Researching a Topic

b. Organizing Your Material

c. Preparing Your Presentation

d. Using Visual Aids

e. Speech Delivery

Speech: Impromptu 

4) Chapter 4: Using Evidence

a. Storytelling and Statistics

b. Literal and Figurative Analogies

c. Using Expertise and Authority

Speech: Oral Interpretation

Speechwriting Assignment

5) Chapter 5: The Nature of Argument

a. Claims, Reasons, and Issues

b. Invention

c. Enthymemes

d. The Dimensions of Rhetorical Action

Speech: Argumentation (written and delivered)

6) Chapter 6: Organization

a. The Thesis

b. Outlining

c. Topical and Logical Structures

d. Introductions and Conclusions

e. Deductive and Inductive Structures

f. Two-sided Structures

Speech: Expository

7) Chapter 7: The Use of Language

a. The Characteristics of Language

b. Style in Public Speaking

c. Rhetorical Strategies

8) Chapter 8: Obstacles Arising from the Audience

a. Audience Analysis

b. Audience Attitudes and Beliefs

c. Audience Motivation

Speech: Persuasive

Final Paper: Rhetorical Analysis of a Speaker

    B. Second Semester 
1) Chapter 9: Obstacles Related to Subject and Purpose

a. Subject-Related Obstacles

b. Cultural History

c. Purpose-Related Obstacles

2) Chapter 10: Obstacles Arising from the Rhetor

a. Prior Ethos

b. Ethos from the Rhetorical Act

c. Identification

Speech: Employing Rhetorical Strategies

3) Chapter 11: Special Constraints on Rhetorical Action

a. The Artistic Standard

b. The Effects Standard

c. The Truth Standard

Speech: Persuasive

4) Chapter 12: Understanding Visual Rhetoric

a. Principles of Visual Rhetoric

b. Visual Messages and Elements

c. Problems of Visual Rhetoric

Speech: Educational Speech with Multimedia

5) Chapter 13: Understanding the Medium of Transmission

a. Mass Media as Rhetorical Construct

b. The Medium as the Message

c. Mass Media and Rhetorical Influence

Writing: Analyzing Media

6) Chapter 14: Understanding Occasion

a. Aristotle’s Rhetorical Genres

b. The Apologetic Genre and the Media Age

7) Review for final exams.

8) Final Exams

9) Final Speech to Entertain

10) Final Paper: Rhetorical Analysis of Three Key Historical Figures

22. Text Information

The Rhetorical Act 3rd Edition

By Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Susan Schultz Huxman

Thomson/Wadsworth

ISBN: 0-534-56097-0

Supplemental Readings

The Elements of Public Speaking
Joseph A. Devito

Longman

ISBN:0-321-04422-3
The Elements of Speechwriting and Public Speaking
Jeff Scott Cook

Collier

ISBN: 0-02-042782-4
Aristotle’s Poetics
James Hutton (translator)

W.W. Norton

ISBN: 0-393-95216-9
The Art of Rhetoric

Aristotle

Harvard UP

A Readers Guide to Literary Terms
Karl Beckson and Arthur Ganz

Noonday Press

The Rhetoric of Fiction

Wayne Booth

University of Chicago Press

Metaphors We Live By

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson

Chicago UP

ISBN: 0813521335
23. Key Presentations (from above)
1. Oral Interpretation of Literature

2. Impromptu Speech
3. Extemporaneous Speech
4. Persuasive Speech
5. Speech to Entertain
24. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies

1. Lecture, discussion, small group discussion, and one-on-one assistance. 

2. Small group projects with assistance from instructor.  

3. Library and online research.

4. Discussion and interviewing with experienced public speakers. 

25. Assessment Methods and/or Tools

In class essays. Standard  quizzes and multiple choice questions. Formal presentations to class graded by rubric. Formal essay writing graded by rubric.

